
                                     

 

Calixar and University of Avignon to launch new research lab 
developing innovative chemistry for target discovery 

 
 
Avignon, France, June 22nd 2016 – Calixar, the French biotech company specialized in the native 
isolation of membrane therapeutic targets/antigens and the French University of Avignon - Bio-organic 
Chemistry and Amphiphilic Systems Team (CBSA) – today announce the official launch of the 
CHEM2STAB Laboratory (CHEMistry for STABilization) supported by the French National Research Agency 
(ANR). 
 
CHEM2STAB is a unique laboratory in the world gathering high-level competencies in chemistry, physical 
chemistry, biochemistry and structural biology. The main objective of this laboratory is the development 
of new chemical molecules able to extract and stabilize membrane therapeutic targets without 
denaturation, and also promoting their crystallization. The discovery of new membrane therapeutic 
targets is a booming sector implying major challenges in human and animal health. 

 
“Recent socio-economic studies have highlighted the lack of innovation in the pharmaceutical industry, 

especially in the discovery field. In particular, there is a growing need in the development of new 

physicochemical processes allowing the structural and functional preservation of complex therapeutic 

targets. This crucial aspect implemented by CHEM2STAB will have a significant impact on the quality and 

performance of future drugs and vaccines”, declared Emmanuel Dejean, CEO of Calixar and Co-founder of 
CHEM2STAB. 
 

 
“CHEM2STAB will allow us to considerably increase the scientific and economical value of the work 

conducted at Avignon University. The initiative is aligned with the common objective of gathering private 

and academic research to facilitate the creation and validation of new chemical compounds with high 

potential for native membrane protein isolation”, explains Grégory Durand, Professor at Avignon 
University, CBSA Team Manager and Co-founder of CHEM2STAB. 
 

About Calixar 

Calixar develops new approaches to isolate in solution - with the highest purity levels - full-length 
membrane antigens and proteins (GPCRs, Ion Channels, Transporters, Receptors and Viral Proteins), 
while keeping their structural and functional integrity. Calixar’s approach represents an opportunity for 
pharmaceutical companies to start and work with high quality targets or antigens before formulating 
vaccines, developing antibodies, and/or discovering a primary lead through Structure Based Drug Design 
or High Throughput Screening assays. 
www.calixar.com 
 
About CBSA Team 

The Bio-organic Chemistry and Amphiphilic Systems Team (CBSA) is located in The University of Avignon 
and has been belonging to the French Institute of Biomolecules Max Mousseron (IBMM). The team has a 
recognized expertise in the synthesis of complex amphiphilic molecules with a specific focus on 
membrane proteins and the transport of active ingredients. The team has different research 
collaborations with private as well as academic partners and is set up with facilities of 250m² (laboratory 
and offices) in a high quality scientific environment. 
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